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CHAP. II.

THE EXCESSIVE CRUELTY OF MEN, AND THE GREAT
MERCY OF GOD, UPON THE PERSON OF A
PRISONER OF WAR FROM THE
IROQUOIS NATION.

N the 2nd of September, we learned that an Iro-
quois prisoner had been brought to the village
of Onnentisati, and that they were preparing

to put him to death. This Savage was one of eight
captured by them at the lake of the Iroquois, where
there were 25 or 30 of them fishing; the rest had
saved themselves by flight. Not one, they say, would
have escaped if our Hurons had not rushed on so pre-
cipitately. They brought back only [23] seven, being
content to carry off the head of the eighth one. They
were no sooner beyond the reach of the enemy than,
according to their custom, the whole troop assembled
and held a council, in which it was decided that six
should be given to the Atignenonghac and the Aren-
darrhonons, and the seventh to this place where we
are. They disposed of them thus because their band
was composed of these three nations. When the
prisoners had arrived in the country, the Old Men (to
whom the young men on their return from war leave
the disposition of their spoils) held another assembly,
to take counsel among themselves as to the town
where each individual prisoner should be burned and
put to death, and the persons on whom they should
be bestowed ; for it is customary, when some notable



